PUBLIC LAW 104-191-8AUG. 21,1996 110 STAT. 
2075 


"(B) WAITING PERIOD NOT TREATED AS A BREAK 
IN 
COVERAGF|28or vurnoses of subnaraaranh (A) 


an sub- 
section (d)(4). anv neriod that. an individual is 
in a waitina 


neriod for any average mn ecr a noun 
health 
in an affiliation Pe aad shall aa be fale 
into account 
in determining the continuous period under 
suhnara- 
gra h (A) 
Ke) AFFILIATION PERI 
(i) IN GENERAL or vurpvoses of this 


secuary the 
term laffiliation period! means a_ veriod 
which. under 
the terms of the health insurance 
coverade offered 
bv the health maintenance oraanization. 
must expire 
before the health insurance coveraade 
becomes effective. 
During such an affiliation vweriod. the 
ordanization is 
not reauired to provide health care services 
or benefits 
and no pvremium shall be charged to the 
particivant 


or beneficiarv. 
(ii) BEGINNING2Such period shall beain 
on the 
nrollment date. 

iii) RUNS CONCURRENTLY WITH WAITING PERI- 
ODS nv such affiliation overiod shall run concur- 
rentlv with anv waiting veriod un the plan. 

"(3) METHOD OF CREDITING RAGE 


"(A) STANDARD METHOD xcept as otherwise 
provided 
under subnvaraagravh (B). for wvurvoses of 
apvpvlvind sub- 
eee (a)€3). a arouv health vlan shall 

oun a period 
of creditable coverage without reaard to the 
svecific benefits 


"(B) ELECTION OF ALTERNATIVE METHOD 
aroun 
health plan mav elect to avvlv subsection 


for which coveraae is offered durina the coo Raa 


(a)(3) based 
on coveraade of anv benefits within each of 
several classes 
or categories of benefits specified in 
reaulations rather 
than as provided under subparagraph (A). 
Such election 
shall be made on a uniform basis for all 
particivants and 
beneficiaries. Under such election a aroun 
health plan shall 
count a veriod of creditable coverage with 
respect to anv 
class or cateaorv of benefits if anv level of 
benefits is 
covered within such cl r catedorv. 


"(C) PLAN NOTICE n the case of an 
election with 


respect to a arouv health plan under 
subparaara (B), 
the plan shal 

"(i) prominently state in any disclosure 


statements 

concernina the plan. ane state to each 
enrollee he 
time of enrollment ande: the plan. that the 
plan has 


made such election. and 

"(ii) include in such statements a 
descrivtion of 
the effect of this election. 

"(4) ESTABLISHMENT OF PERIOD=2Periods of creditable cov- 
erage with respect to an individual shall be established 
through 
presentation of certifications described in subsecti (e) or in 

uch other manger as may be specified in regulation | 
(d) EXCEPTIONS 
"(1) EXCLUSION NOT APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN 


NEWBORNS.— 

Subiect to paraaravh (4). a agroun health vlan mav 
not impose 
anv vreexistina condition exclusion in the case of 
an individual 
who. as of the last dav of the 30-dav Beale 
bedinnina 


the date of birth, is covered under ceeditable 
coverage. 


